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District Mission 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as knowledgeable, skillful, 
and confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a changing world. 

Core Beliefs 
We believe that: 

 All people have inherent worth. 

 Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 

 The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 

 Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 

 All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 

 Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 

 Being trustworthy builds trust. 

 Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 

 A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to flourish 

  



Freehold Borough School District 
English Language Arts – Grade 7     

       4 

Philosophy 

 The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  Believing that our students deserve the best 
education, our curriculum is aligned to the most current New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and current statewide assessments.  Our scope 
and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of objectives embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently 
and at the university level, and acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies for performance are 
differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion balancing authentic experience and content, which 
language arts literacy skills are integrated with other content areas.  Our curriculum contains common expectations that are rigorous and student centered, 
and teachers, who are most proximal to the children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

 To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum document, our staff will continuously collaborate on this 
living document.  We will develop purposeful and effective formative and summative assessments which measure growth of our curriculum and inform 
our instruction.  Finally, we will continuously seek to grow professionally through professional development, which is aligned to statewide regulations, but 
specifically geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 

 Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing current research-based methods and techniques that focus on 
student achievement 

 Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our teachers will have flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the 
needs of all learners 

 Units and lessons will be differentiated  

 Curriculum is be student focused on success and balances developmental theory and psychometric standards 

 Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student and curricular growth.  Assessment will be 
multidimensional and developed according to student need. 
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Pacing Guide (Scope & Sequence – M43, M44) 
 

Dates NJ Model Units Reading Focus Writing Focus Overview of the Unit 

September 9-27 Unit 1- Launching 
 

Dream Susan Bosak 

 

“Seventh Grade” 

Gary Soto 

 

Excerpts from: 

 

 House on Mango 

Street Sandra Ciseros 

 

Marley and Me John 

Grogan 

 

Knots in My Yo-Yo 

String Jerry Spinelli 

 

 

 
 

Launching the 

Reader’s 

Workshop 
 

Studying 

Memoir 

Launching the 

Writer’s 

Workshop 
 

Memoir 

 

Strong Action 

Verbs 

In the beginning of the year, incoming seventh graders will 

learn the routines of the Reading and Writing Workshop. This 

is a pivotal unit. This is the time to foster a community of 

independent readers, thinkers, writers and speakers. Students 

will make goals, reflect, and leave this unit understanding that 

readers actively read and writers use a process to refine their 

work. 
After students are acquainted with the Reading and Writing 

workshop, the unit’s next purpose is to show students how 

their readings of published, well-known authors can serve as 

models for their own writing. In this unit students will be 

reading a variety of published memoirs to dissect the small 

moments chosen by authors. Students will be able to explain 

how each person’s life is unique and everyone has a story to 

tell. Students will look at how authors use literary technique 

such as reflection, vivid imagery, and the senses to tell their 

stories in a way that captures their audience.  

 After analyzing these moments, the readers will then begin to 

assess their own lives. Students will strive to look for 

moments that have shaped their character development. 

Finally, students will use the knowledge that they have gained 

through close reading of memoirs to construct their own 

memoir.  

September 30 – 

November 1 
Unit 2 – Reading 

Literature and 

Writing Narratives 
 

The Outsiders S.E. 

Hinton 

Reading Fiction 

– Exploring the 

Themes and 

Lessons of 

Growing Up 
 

Writing 

Realistic 

Fiction – 

storytelling as 

a medium for 

exploring teen 

In this unit, students realize they are not alone as they 

discover and connect to ideals of heroism, classism, poverty, 

family and self worth.  
As they read a collection of short stories and the class novel, 

students will use literary elements and magnify writer’s style 

while composing a notebook of their revelations.  This journal 
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Unit 1 – Reading 

Literature and 

Writing Narratives 

 

“Staying Gold” by 

Robert Frost 

 

“The Oven Bird” by 

Robert Frost 

 

The Outsiders by 

Francis Ford Coppola  

 

“What’s the Worst 

that Could Happen?” 

by Bruce Coville 

 

“Shells” by Cynthia 

Rylant 

(short story) 

 

“The Party” by Pam 

Munoz Ryan 

Launch Book 

Partnerships 
angst 
(stories) 

Launch 

Writing 

Partnerships 

of connections, advice, and short answers will inspire our 

young writers and readers to look deeper into the unique life 

struggles of the people around us.  

In addition to their insightful personal journal, students will 

practice working in partnerships in both reading and writing. 

The goal is for students to work alongside a reading and a 

writing partner to set goals, modify the goals, and hold each 

other accountable. The students will also participate in a 

collection of short activities through their reading and writing 

partnerships. The first activity will practice studying 

characterization and judging the importance of specified 

character traits. Next,  figurative language will be analyzed, 

especially in Robert Frost’s poetry. Lastly, students will 

evaluate the themes and lessons of growing up and develop 

words of wisdom. Lastly, the students will view the movie 

and write a comparison of the two versions of the story.  

After the students have read the class novel and have read a 

variety of other short texts, they will synthesize the 

information and write a compelling teen angst story. The story 

will include a common problem in a young person’s life and 

the ways the young person strives to find the right solution.  

November 4 – 

December 19 

Unit 3– Informational 

Reading and 

Explanatory Writing 
 

News Articles 

Magazines 

 

Selection of natural 

disaster informational 

Natural 

Disasters 
 
 

Feature 

Articles/ Class 

Magazine 

The purpose of this unit is to expose students to the various 

natural disasters that occur in different parts of the world. 

After thoroughly researching their chosen natural disaster, 

students will synthesize their knowledge and create a feature 

article that includes a variety of text features.  
Students will begin the unit by researching how disasters 

develop and occur and how they then impact society and the 

environment. Students will also recognize how governments 

prepare and react to natural disasters.   
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text 

 

National Geographic 

videos 

Students will be introduced to various informational texts 

through the teacher’s guidance. Students will be shown how 

to use various strategies to read through their own 

informational texts. 

After students are better able to comprehend the vast amount 

of information given in these texts,  

stufedents will start to judge the damaging effects of various 

disasters.   Students will notice how the wake of a natural 

disaster is devastating but how often the impact of man-made 

disasters is the most damaging.  While we cannot prevent 

natural disasters, we can prevent man-made ones. Throughout 

the reading process, students will be recording notes that they 

will use to write their final feature article.  Finally, a  feature 

article will be made by each student to represent his or her 

natural disaster. Students will also create a letter to a 

government official to share their knowledge and opinions 

about global change. 

January 2 – 

February 14 

Unit 4 – Reading 

Informational texts 

and Literature & 

Writing Narratives 

and Argument 
 

The Ender’s Game 

Orson Scott Card 

 

Excerpts from 

Hitchhiker’s Guide to 

the Galaxy  Douglas 

Adams 

 

Resources on 

Technology  

Technology’s 

Effect on 

Society 
 

Reading 

Science Fiction 

– In Book Clubs 

 

Reading 

Informational 

Articles on 

Inventions 

 

Media – 

Science Fiction 

and 

Argument 

Essay 

Response to: 

How Has 

Technology 

Effected 

Society today? 
 

Write a 

futuristic 

narrative  

 
 

The purpose of this unit is to show the students the 

progression of time and how everyday life has been changed 

since the start, especially in the world of technology. Students 

should master the concept that even though the future seems 

unimaginable, literature and media has consistently and 

accurately predicted technology of the future. The students 

will begin by looking at the past by watching films and media 

excerpts from the past that show the projected and even 

fantasized future. These clips can be taken from the Jetsons, 

Star Trek, Lost in Space. 
In conjunction with the media excerpts, students will read a 

science fiction novel. The goal of their independent notebook 

work is to think and write about how the technology supports 

or holds back the imagined world by using supporting 

evidence throughout the text. 

Then we will study the technology of today, the spirit of 
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Documentaries 

 
 

invention and how it supports or holds back a society.  

Students will respond to a persuasive prompt supporting or 

refute the technological advancement.  

 

Finally students will create their own fictional futuristic 

narratives that depict technological advancement and how it 

supports or holds back society. The goal is for each child to 

visualize a time in future where our present fantasy becomes a 

reality. Will that world benefit from the advancement?  

February 17 – 

March 21 
Unit 5 – 

Informational 

Reading and Writing 

Arguments 

Reading for a 

Better World: 

Researching 

various topics 

or issues that 

need human 

intervention. 

Writing for a 

Better World: 

Persuasive 

Essays, Letters 

and Speeches 

In this unit, students will be exposed to a variety of issues that 

need societal compassion and activism. Through reading and 

analyzing non-profit fundraising letters and websites, students 

will gain awareness for gross challenges our world faces.  

They will develop a collection of moving, accurate, current 

data to compose essays, letters and speeches.  
 

First students will analyze data and literature to elicit 

persuasive language and strong reasoning and evidence.  Then 

working in partnerships, they will research and collect various 

data to learn more deeply about introduced issues, with 

anticipation to catapult service and leadership. 

 

Then students will initiate a letter writing campaign, compose 

a persuasive essay and deliver a speech.  Lastly, students will 

produce Public Service Announcements to showcase their 

knowledge, compassion, and argument writing and speaking 

skills. 
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March 22- April 

25 
Mythology, Poetry 

and Folklore 
Building 

Reading 

Stamina: Test 

Prep 

Building 

Writing 

Stamina: Test 

Prep 

This unit will immerse students in the genres they are likely to 

find on the NJASK but that we have not covered to date in 

depth. 
Students will view clips of each, participate in shared 

readings, and practice reading independently.  

The first part of the process is for students to be aware of each 

genre and what components usually exist in each. After the 

students can identify the various genres, they will then choose 

short works to read independently. As the teacher guides them 

through the various features of each genre, students will 

practice the same strategies to uncover the deeper meaning of 

the text. Through the various readings, students will become 

more prepared to attack these genres on the NJASK.  

In order to increase stamina, students will be reading choice 

books. The students should be reading for an extended period 

of time every day. They will work on uncovering their book 

using various strategies and holding conversations with their 

book partners.  

Throughout the unit, each student will form personal goals to 

increase the length and quality of their readings and writings. 

In writing, students will be expected to write for an extended 

period of time. They will receive an array of prompts that 

might be seen on the NJASK. Once again, the main focus will 

be stamina in writing and staying on topic.  

April 28, 29, 30 

and May 1 
NJASK NJASK NJASK Students will be completing the NJASK.  

May 5 – June 

13 

Unit 6 – Reading 

Literature and 

Writing Narrative 
 

Walter Dean Meyer’s  

125 Street” 

 

Reading Fiction 

–Social Issues 

and Author 

Study 
 

Re-establish 

Book 

 
 

Playwriting – 

students will 

write a full 

script and then 

work on 

The purpose of this unit is to show the students the many 

social issues that affect individuals and groups of people 

throughout the world. Students should observe and reflect on 

how different choices could be made to confront the issues 

and students should also reflect on the consequences of those 

issues. Students will evaluate and analyze various artwork 

reflecting views of social issues and will view pictures of 
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“Gone From Home” 

by Angela Johnson 
Partnerships 

 

Setting Goals 

As Readers 

changing 

scenes (social 

issue, attacking 

the issue, 

results) 

 

 

Reading 

Performance of 

Favorite 

Excerpt/ 

Reflection  

events that represent fighting for social change in America.  
As students are viewing and listening to various mediums, 

they will also be reading in book partnerships. Groups will be 

reading multiple books by the same author to perform an 

author study. The goal is for students to find a common thread 

or message that their author tries to get across through his or 

her words.  While the students are in the book partnerships 

they should be using each other as a sense of accountability 

and reevaluate themselves as readers while setting new goals.  

At the end of this unit, students will be writing various scripts 

that synthesize their knowledge about social issues, 

responding to those issues and results of those responses.  

June 16-20 Reflection Looking Back 

and Setting 

Goals Forward 

Looking Back 

and Setting 

Goals Forward 

The purpose of this last week of school is for students to 

reflect on the reading and writing they did throughout the 

school year. Students should notice how they improved as 

readers and writers, but also the work they still need to do to 

become better. Students will end the year with a set of new 

goals for their reading and writing for eighth grade.  
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Content Guide 
Unit 1: Launching Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop Grade 7 

Rationale 
 
In the beginning of the year, incoming seventh graders will learn the routines of the Reading and Writing Workshop. This is a pivotal unit. This is the time to 

foster a community of independent readers, thinkers, writers and speakers. Students will make goals, reflect, and leave this unit understanding that readers 

actively read and writers use a process to refine their work. 

After students are acquainted with the Reading and Writing workshop, the unit’s next purpose is to show students how their readings of published, well-known 

authors can serve as models for their own writing. In this unit students will be reading a variety of published memoirs to dissect the small moments chosen by 

authors. Students will be able to explain how each person’s life is unique and everyone has a story to tell. Students will look at how authors use literary 

technique such as reflection, vivid imagery, and the senses to tell their stories in a way that captures their audience. 

After analyzing these moments, the readers will then begin to assess their own lives. Students will strive to look for moments that have shaped their character 

development. Finally, students will use the knowledge that they have gained through close reading of memoirs to construct their own memoir. 

Common Core Standards 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 

the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 

analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.5 Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.7 Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the 

effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3a Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 

organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3b Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/b/
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3c Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting 

to another. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3d Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3e Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 

editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should 

demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 7 here.) 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

(See grade 7 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.) 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4a Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to 

the meaning of a word or phrase. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, 

bellicose, rebel). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to 

find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4d Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context 

or in a dictionary). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Resources 
Dream Susan Bosak 
“Seventh Grade” Gary Soto 
House on Mango Street Sandra Cisneros 
Marley and Me John Grogan 
Knots in My Yo-Yo String Jerry Spinelli 

Technology 
Smartboard 
Document Camera 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/6/
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Essential Questions 
What is my role during reading workshop?  
How do readers build a reading life? 
What is interactive reading? And, what impedes it? 
Why do writers record the stories of their lives? 
How do memoirists engage readers? 
How do writers use reflection to make sense of prior experiences? 

Enduring Understandings 
Students will understand that they are required to be active listeners and 

learners during their workshop time. As active listeners, the students will  

watch and evaluate the strategies that the teacher demonstrates in order to 

then use the strategies in their own independent reading books. In their own 

independent time, students will choose a “just right “book that is  on their 

independent reading level. Students will then use the “just right” book to 

practice the skills that the teacher has demonstrated. 
Readers will  build a reading life by reading consistently for the allotted time  

each day. They will practice reading silently, reading for meaning and a 

purpose. 
Writers record the stories of their lives in order to practice writing about what 

they know best: themselves. Writers practice playing with specific language 

to best convey their experience to their readers. 
Memoirists engage readers by providing a  unique and appealing story. They 

use language and a plotline that allows the reader to relive the memoirist’s 

special moment. 
Writers use reflection as a think aloud. They are  able to analyze and evaluate 

their prior experiences. From this reflection, students are able to see what 

skills they have in writing, and what they still need to improve.  

Skills 
Engage in collaborative book talk 
Use active comprehension strategies to derive meaning while reading and to 

check for understanding after reading 
Read to improve fluency, expression, accuracy, and confidence 
Develop a purpose for sharing an experience 
Understanding what to share in appropriate settings 
Use specific writing techniques to best convey the richness of the experience 

Strategies 
Stop and Jot 
Turn and Talk 
Using prompts to elaborate ideas 
Stop and Retell 
Brainstorming-Heart Map 
Using sensory language, figurative language, detailed writing, inner voice and 

thoughts, sentence variety 

Learning Experiences 
Students will engage in book talk daily 
Students will keep track of their reading using a reading log 
Students will continuously reflect on their reading goals 
Students will choose “just right” books 
Students will keep a current reading notebook  
Students will brainstorm small moments from their lives 
Students will choose the best moment to capture their specific audience’s interest 
Students will collaborate with peers to make their story come alive through vivid language and description 
Students will publish their work and share their story with a larger audience in order to receive feedback 
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Instructional Outcomes  
Memoir 
Reading log 
Reading notes and reflections 

Assessment  
Reading survey 
Fountas and Pinnell 
On Demand Narrative 
Conferences 
Unit 1 Assessment 

Differentiation  
Leveled reading 
Sentence starters to support struggling readers in whole group discussions and stop and jots.  
Break down procedural steps for students 
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Unit 2: Reading Literature and Writing Narratives Grade 7 

Rationale 
In this unit, students realize they are not alone as they discover and connect to ideals of heroism, classism, poverty, family and self worth. 
 
As they read a collection of short stories and the class novel, students will use literary elements and magnify writer’s style while composing a notebook of their 

revelations. This journal of connections, advice, and short answers will inspire our young writers and readers to look deeper into the unique life struggles of 

the people around us.  
 
In addition to their insightful personal journal, students will practice working in partnerships in both reading and writing. The goal is for students to work 

alongside a reading and a writing partner to set goals, modify the goals, and hold each other accountable. The students will also participate in a collection of 

short activities through their reading and writing partnerships. The first activity will practice studying characterization and judging the importance of specific 

character traits. Next, figurative language will be analyzed, especially in Robert Frost’s poetry.  
 
Lastly, the students will view the movie and write a comparison of the two versions of the story. After the students have read the class novel and have read a 

variety of other short texts, they will synthesize the information and write a compelling teen angst story. The story will include a common problem in a young 

person’s life and the ways the young person strives to find the right solution.  

Common Core Standards 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 

the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 

analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.5 Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.7 Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the 

effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3a Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 

organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/a/


Freehold Borough School District 
English Language Arts – Grade 7     

       16 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3b Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3c Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting 

to another. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3d Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey 

experiences and events. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3e Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 

editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should 

demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 7 here.) 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and 

collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1a Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 

referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1b Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as 

needed. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1c Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with releva  nt observations and 

ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1d Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.2 Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) 

and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/2/
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

(See grade 7 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.) 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4a Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to 

the meaning of a word or phrase. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, 

bellicose, rebel). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to 

find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4d Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context 

or in a dictionary). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Resources 
The Outsiders S.E. Hinton 
“Staying Gold” Robert Frost 
“The Oven Bird” Robert Frost 
The Outsiders movie by Francis Ford Coppola 
“What’s the Worst that Could Happen?” Bruce Coville 
“Shells” Cynthia Rylant 
“The Party” Pam Munoz Ryan 

Technology 
Smartboard 
Document Camera 

Essential Questions 
How does literature affect and reflect our lives? 
Is conflict an inevitable component of being human, and how can some 

conflict serve as turning points in our lives? 
Why do writers write about social issues? 
Can literature affect social change? 
How does a writer create and resolve conflict? 
How does the editing and revising process lead to a clear story? 

Enduring Understandings 
Students will understand that literature can be used as guidance through some of 

our toughest issues. It can provide support strength to readers who are dealing 

with similar issues.  
Similar to what we see in our everyday lives, conflict is a part of life. What is 

most important to our character is how we deal with those issues that arise. 

Students will see that the protagonists in our stories are the characters who make 

the best final decisions when it comes to conflict.  
Students will understand that the goal of many writers is to teach readers about 

social issues. The writers then create a web of knowledge that will allow their 

readers to interpret some conflicts and conceptualize ways to go about creating 

change.  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/6/
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Students will understand that writers create conflicts that are universal and can be 

related to in many ways. The conflict is resolved through means which are 

appropriate and attainable by most people. In general, in order for any writer to be 

successful, both the conflict and the resolution need to be realistic to the audience.  
Students will understand that the only way to make their writing better is to 

constantly revisit the piece. It takes editing, revision, and peer work to make it the 

best it can be. No piece is ever created, first time, as perfect.  

Skills 
Engage in collaborative book talk 
Use active comprehension strategies to derive meaning while reading and 

to check for understanding after reading 
Read to improve fluency, expression, accuracy, and confidence 
Close reading 
Use inferring, visualizing, and predicting. 
Asking questions to clarify meaning 
Citing evidence to support assertions 
Create clear, coherent drafts that use vivid language and descriptions 
Use transitions, proper grammar and mechanics 

Strategies 
Stop and Jot 
Turn and Talk 
Using prompts to elaborate ideas 
Stop and retell 
Brainstorming-Heart Map 
Individual and peer editing and revision  

Learning Experiences 
Students will engage in book talk daily 
Students will keep track of their reading using a reading log 
Students will continuously reflect on their reading goals 
Students will choose “just right” books 
Students will keep a current reading notebook  
Students will brainstorm social issues and conflicts 
Students will choose the best resolution to their problem based on their audience 
Students will collaborate with peers to make their story come alive through vivid language and description 
Students will publish their work and share their story with a larger audience in order to receive feedback 

Instructional Outcomes  
Teen Angst Story 
Reading log 
Reading notes and reflections 

Assessment  
Reading survey 
Fountas and Pinnell 
On Demand Narrative 
Conferences 
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Unit 2 Assessment 

Differentiation  
Leveled reading 
Sentence starters to support struggling readers in whole group discussions and stop and jots.  
Break down procedural steps for students 
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Unit 3: Informational Reading and Explanatory Writing Grade 7 

Rationale 
The purpose of this unit is to expose students to the various natural disasters that occur in different parts of the world. After thoroughly researching their 

chosen natural disaster, students will synthesize their knowledge and create a feature article that includes a variety of text features. 

Students will begin the unit by researching how disasters develop and occur and how they then impact society and the environment. Students will also 

recognize how governments prepare and react to natural disasters.  

 Students will be introduced to various informational texts through the teacher’s guidance. Students will be shown how to use various strategies to read through 

their own informational texts. 

After students are better able to comprehend the vast amount of information given in these texts, students will start to judge the damaging effects of various 

disasters. Students will not only notice how the wake of a natural disaster is devastating, but also realize how often the impact of man-made disasters is the 

most damaging. While we cannot prevent natural disasters, we can prevent man-made ones.  

Throughout the reading process, students will be recording notes that they will use to write their final feature article. Finally, a feature article will be made by 

each student to represent his or her natural disaster. Students will also create a letter to a government official to share their knowledge and opinions about 

global change.  

Common Core Standards 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 

the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or 

how individuals influence ideas or events). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical 

meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the 

development of the ideas. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from 

that of others. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.9 Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing 

different evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/9/
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 

selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.2a Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such 

as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia 

when useful to aiding comprehension. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.2b Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.2c Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.2d Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.2e Establish and maintain a formal style 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 

editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should 

demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 7 here.) 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact 

and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.9b Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 

text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims”). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners 

on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1a Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation 

by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1b Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as 

needed. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/2/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/2/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/9/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/b/
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1c Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and 

ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1d Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

(See grade 7 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.) 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4a Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to 

the meaning of a word or phrase. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, 

bellicose, rebel). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to 

find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4d Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context 

or in a dictionary). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 

Resources 
News Articles 
Magazines 
Vast selection of natural disaster informational text 
National Geographic Videos 

Technology 
Smartboard 
Document Camera 

Essential Questions 
How is reading informational text different than reading fiction? 
How do the order of events and the cause and effect relationships influence 

the meaning of a text? 
Why is it important to evaluate the purpose of a text and how can we prove it? 
Why is it important to connect text to the outside world? 
Why is it important to synthesize information before drawing a conclusion? 
Why are different types of text organized differently? 

Enduring Understandings 
When reading informational text, students should be using a different array of 

strategies to help them uncover meaning. Students should be paying attention 

to the cause and effect relationships and the sequence in which the 

information is being presented.  
Students will understand that the purpose of the text should always be 

uncovered so that they are able to identify the claim and the supporting details 

in every writing piece.  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/6/
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Students will understand that when reading informational text, it is necessary 

to connect it to the outside world in order to synthesize the knowledge. This 

synthesis will form a new understanding of the topic and then the student will 

be better able to draw conclusions about the topic, and be better prepared to 

share this information. 
Students will understand that text is organized in a way that will be clear and 

concise. Author’s purposely organize their information according to the 

specific topic.  

Skills 
Engage in collaborative book talk 
Use active comprehension strategies to derive meaning while reading and to 

check for understanding after reading 
Read to improve fluency, expression, accuracy, and confidence 

Strategies 
Stop and Jot 
Turn and Talk 
Using prompts to elaborate ideas 
Stop and Retell 
Organization Maps 

Learning Experiences 
Students will engage in book talk daily 
Students will keep track of their reading using a reading log 
Students will continuously reflect on their reading goals 
Students will choose “just right” books 
Students will keep a current reading notebook  

Instructional Outcomes  
Natural Disaster Feature Article 
Letter 
Reading log 
Reading notes and reflections 

Assessment  
Reading survey 
Fountas and Pinnell 
On Demand Narrative 
Conferences 
Unit 3 Assessment 

Differentiation  
Leveled reading 
Sentence starters to support struggling readers in whole group discussions and stop and jots.  
Break down procedural steps for students 
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Unit 4: Informational Reading and Explanatory Writing Grade 7 

Rationale 
The purpose of this unit is to show the students the progression of time and how everyday life has been changed since the start, especially in the world of 
technology. Students should master the concept that even though the future seems unimaginable, literature and media has consistently and accurately 
predicted technology of the future. The students will begin by looking at the past by watching films and media excerpts from the past that show the 
projected and even fantasized future. These clips can be taken from the Jetsons, Star Trek, Lost in Space. 
 
In conjunction with the media excerpts, students will read a science fiction novel. The goal of their independent notebook work is to think and write about 
how the technology supports or holds back the imagined world by using supporting evidence throughout the text. 
Then we will study the technology of today, the spirit of invention and how it supports or holds back a society.  Students will respond to a persuasive prompt 
supporting or refute the technological advancement.  
 
Finally students will create their own fictional futuristic narratives that depict technological advancement and how it supports or holds back society. The goal 
is for each child to visualize a time in future where our present fantasy becomes a reality. Will that world benefit from the advancement? 

Common Core Standards 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 

the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 

analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.5 Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.7 Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the 

effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.9 Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a 

means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text 

complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/10/
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 

the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.2 Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or 

how individuals influence ideas or events). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical 

meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the 

development of the ideas. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from 

that of others. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is 

relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.9 Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing 

different evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.7.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.1a Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.1b Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an 

understanding of the topic or text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.1c Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.1d Establish and maintain a formal style. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.1e Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, 

and well-structured event sequences. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/7/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/1/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3a Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 

organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3b Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3c Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or 

setting to another. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3d Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey 

experiences and events. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3e Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 

editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should 

demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 7 here.) 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact 

and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.9b Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 

text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims”). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners 

on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1a Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation 

by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1b Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as 

needed. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1c Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and 

ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/9/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/c/
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1d Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

(See grade 7 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.) 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4a Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to 

the meaning of a word or phrase. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, 

bellicose, rebel). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to 

find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4d Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context 

or in a dictionary). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 

grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1a Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 

referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1b Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as 

needed. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1c Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas 

that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1d Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their own views. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.2 Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) 

and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/3/
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, 

details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient 

points. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

(See grade 7 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific expectations.) 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.1a Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.1b Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among 

ideas. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.1c Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers.* 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.2a Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green 

shirt). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.2b Spell correctly. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.3a Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.* 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and 

content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4a Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to 

the meaning of a word or phrase. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4b Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, 

bellicose, rebel). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4c Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to 

find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4d Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context 

or in a dictionary). 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/3/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/d/
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.5a Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in context. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.5b Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.5c Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, 

polite, diplomatic, condescending). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary 

knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Resources 
The Ender’s Game Orson Scott Card 
 
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy  Douglas Adams 
Futuristic Short Stories 
Nonfiction excerpts like Civil Rights 
Various Media  

Technology 
Smartboard 
Document Camera 
 

Essential Questions 
What is individuality? 
Which is more important the individual or society? 
What control should government have on a society/individuals? 
What are the reasons why an author would create a futuristic 

story? 
What can I learn from reading sci fi literature if it doesn’t apply 

to the real world or to me?  
Science fiction is fiction, so why do we have to look at it as a 

record of history?  
 
 

Enduring Understandings 
Individuality is what makes each person different from the next. As a society, we try to 

value individuals, but in order to function we need to decide what is most important to 

the whole. When it comes to government, society will always be more important.  
According to the Civil Rights, the government can not control various rights of its 

people. Besides these rights, the government is able to control anything that it sees fit 

for the community. Many times the line is very fuzzy and the area is very grey.  
Authors write a futuristic story in order to present hypotheses of the future to the 

present. It does not mean that all of the ideas will come into fruition, but it also does not 

mean that the ideas are pure fantasy. By looking at hypotheses from the past, we notice 

that some futuristic predictions have come true. When we read sci fi, we learn about 

how people react to the future. It is insight into how our society might react to certain 

futuristic elements. Science fiction makes the reader aware of what could take place. 

Similar to learning from history, we can learn from the projected future.  

Skills 
Engage in collaborative book talk 
Use active comprehension strategies to derive meaning while 

reading and to check for understanding after reading 
Read to improve fluency, expression, accuracy, and confidence 

Strategies 
Stop and Jot 
Turn and Talk 
Using prompts to elaborate ideas 
Stop and Retell 
Organization Maps 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/5/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/5/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/5/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/6/
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Learning Experiences 
Students will engage in book talk daily 
Students will keep track of their reading using a reading log 
Students will continuously reflect on their reading goals 
Students will choose “just right” books 
Students will keep a current reading notebook  

Instructional Outcomes  
Argument Writing 
 
Letter 
Reading log 
Reading notes and reflections 

Assessment  
Reading survey 
Fountas and Pinnell 
On Demand Narrative 
Conferences 
Unit 4 Assessment 

Differentiation  
Leveled reading 
Sentence starters to support struggling readers in whole group discussions and stop and jots.  
Break down procedural steps for students 
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